Lesson 55

The Resurrection

The Scripture Lesson
Matthew 28:1-6

Because of the lateness of the hour on Friday,
and because Saturday was their Sabbath, the
women had to wait till Sunday to anoint Jesus’
body. Sunday morning found them very early on
their way — while it was yet dark. They were
hurried along by their love for Jesus, of course;
but, in addition, they must have believed that
Jesus would be fast decaying in the grave, and
that very soon it would be difficult, if not impos-
sible, for them to anoint His body.

The women, you see, did not doubt for a
minute that Jesus’ body was still lying dead in the
grave. Like the disciples, they had heard Jesus
tell of His death and resurrection, but they were
never able to understand it — so they simply put
it out of their minds. They forgot His word. They
came to the tomb on Sunday morning in their
unbelief. That was not good. But God used even
their unbelief for their good, for at the tomb the
women were the first to learn of Jesus’ glorious
resurrection.

It was on their way to the tomb that they began
to wonder for the first time how they would be
able to move the big stone from the entrance. But
then, as they came nearer to the grave, they could
see that things were not the same as when they
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had left the garden on Friday. Something had
happened. The stone was no longer covering the
opening to the tomb but was lying flat on the
ground, as if someone had thrown it aside. What
could that mean? To their minds it could mean
only one thing, and that was that the body of their
Lord had been stolen by the enemy.

Without even waiting to look into the sepul-
cher, Mary Magdalene hurried away to bring the
sad story to the disciples. The other women,
meanwhile, continued on their way to the tomb to
see if they could learn more about what had
happened in the garden.

If the soldiers had still been there, they could
have told the women something of what had
happened. Butthey were not. Early that morning
there had been an earthquake. And an angel,
whose face was as bright as lightning and whose
clothing was as white as snow, came down from
heaven and threw aside the huge stone and sat
upon it. The terrified soldiers fell to the ground as
if they were dead men. And when their strength
returned, they got up and fled from the garden.

When the women arrived, therefore, the sol-
diers were gone and the stone was rolled away.
The women proceeded to look into the tomb, and
they saw that, as they had expected, the body of
Jesus was gone. They must have wondered,
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though, why the linen clothes were still there.

While they thought on these things, two an-
gels appeared to them in the sepulcher to tell them
about the wonder of the resurrection. The angels
told them that they need not be afraid. They
should rather rejoice. Why? “He is not here: for
he is risen, as he said.” And then the angels
invited them to look again at the place where the
Lord had lain. The body truly was gone. But the
linen clothes lay exactly as they were when the
body was yet in them. He had passed right
through them! Christ had risen indeed!

The Wonder of the Grave Clothes
Mark 16:8, 9; John 20:2-10

The wonderful message of the angel to the
women was not meant to be for them alone. They
must, the angel said, run and tell Jesus’ disciples
—and Peter. To the women it must have seemed
a bit strange that they were directed to tell the
disciples and Peter. Was not Peter one of the
disciples?

Yes, Peter was one of the Eleven — and that
is exactly why Jesus directed the angel to make
special note of Peter. When Peter hears this word
from the women, he will know what the angel
meant. He will be reminded of the fact that he had
denied his Lord. He had sworn that he was not
one of Jesus’ disciples. It will hurt Peter to be
reminded of his shameful denial. But the angel’s
words will also bring comfort. For they meant
thatthe Lord had remembered him. The Lord still
loved him. Tell Peter that I have risen.

The message from the women was not the
first to reach Peter on that Resurrection morning.
Mary Magdalene, remember, had headed for
Jerusalem to tell the disciples that the body of
Jesus had been stolen. She found Peter and John
together, and to them she made her report. The
news troubled the two disciples, of course, and
they set out on a run to the garden, to see if they
could learn what had happened there.

John ran faster than Peter. He therefore ar-
rived first at the tomb, and found it even as Mary
had said — the stone was lying flat on the ground,
and, as John could see when he looked into the

sepulcher, the body was indeed gone.

But there was something peculiar about it all.
The body was gone, but the grave clothes were
still there. Who, John wondered, would ever
think of removing the linen clothes before steal-
ing the body? John began to doubt Mary’s story.
Then Peter came running up, and he went directly
into the sepulcher, with John following. Both of
them stared at the grave clothes. The grave clothes,
you will remember, were strips of linen cloth
wound around the body. The body could be
removed only by unwinding the strips of cloth or
by cutting through them. They had obviously not
been cut. And it would have been all but impos-
sible for someone to unwind the strips, take out
the body, and then somehow rewind the strips
into the same shape they held when they were yet
around the body of Jesus. What could have hap-
pened?

There could be only one answer. A miracle
had taken place. But it was not yet clear what that
miracle was. Did God for some reason remove
the body? Or did Jesus arise by passing right
through the grave clothes? And if He did, what
had happened to His body to make it possible for
Him to do that?

Peter left the sepulcher, wondering. He just
could not figure it out. John simply believed. He
remembered, finally, what Jesus had said, and he
now believed that Christ had actually risen from
the dead. Both men, however, still needed to see
Jesus, and to have Him help them understand the
resurrection.

Memory Work

Group A
Matthew 28:5, 6 “And the angel answered and
said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye
seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is not here: for
he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the
Lord lay.”

Group B
Matthew 28:6 “He is not here: for he is risen, as
he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.”
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DO YOU AGREE?
If you do, write Yes, if you do not, write No.

1. Thewomenwere surprised, when they
reached Joseph’s garden, to find soldiers there
guarding the tomb.

2. Seeingthe great stone lying flat on the
ground, the women at once concluded that Jesus’
enemies had come and stolen the body.

3. Mary Magdalene therefore hurried to
Jerusalem to report this crime to the chief priests.

4. The rest of the women entered the
sepulcher and found that the body of Jesus was
indeed gone.

5. As the women pondered this sad de-
velopment, two angels appeared to them in the
form of men in shining garments.

6. The angels admonished the women
for seeking the living One among the dead.

7. To help their faith in so astounding a
miracle, the angels invited the women to see the
place where the Lord had lain.

8. Then the angels told the women to
hurry and tell the disciples, but not Peter.

9. Mary Magdalene, however, had by
this time reached the city and had told Peter and
John about the resurrection.

~__10. On entering the sepulcher, Peter and
John also saw the angels that had appeared to the
women.

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER READERS
1. When did the women go to the sepulcher?
Why did they go so early in the morning?

2. As the women came near to the sepulcher,
they could see that the stone that had before covered
the opening of the sepulcher had been thrown aside.
What did they think had happened? Which one of the

women left at once to bring this news to the disciples?

3. What was it that had frightened the soldiers
who were guarding the tomb? What did the soldiers
do?

4. Going into the open sepulcher, the women
saw that the body of Jesus was indeed gone, as they
had expected. How did they learn what had really
happened to the body of Jesus?

5. The angel told the women to go and tell
Jesus’ disciples and Peter. When Peter heard those
words from the women, he must have felt very
ashamed. Do you understand, though, how the words
“and Peter” were also a great comfort to him?

6. The first news to reach Peter and John came
from Mary Magdalene. What did they do after they
heard Mary’s story?

7. When Peter and John went into the sepulcher,
what did they see that convinced them that no one had
stolen the body of Jesus?

COMPLETING SENTENCES
1. Early on Sunday morning, while it was yet
(John 20:1), a group of women
set out for the garden tomb of Joseph of

Arimathaea. Among them was Mary
, Mary the mother of

, and (Mark

16:1). Luke names also ,
and adds that women were with

them (Luke 24:10). They had before bought
spices in order that they
might the body of Jesus
just as soon as they could do so on Sunday
morning. They reached the sepulcher at the
of the sun — hurried along partly
because of their great devotion to Jesus, and
partly because, assuming as they did that the
body was decaying, further delay might make it

impossible to anoint the body (Mark 16:1, 2).
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2. It was unbelief that led the women to make
plans for the anointing of Jesus’ body. It was
unbelief, too, that later brought Peter and John to
the tomb to check out the report of Mary
Magdalene. For Jesus had earlier given clear
instruction concerning His resurrection. To the
disciples He had said plainly that in Jerusalem He
would be delivered unto the ,
who would put him to , and that on
the day He would

again (Luke 18:31-33). There can be no doubt
that the women also knew of that instruction of
Jesus; for when the angel at the tomb reminded
them of it, they His words
(Luke 24:6-8). Their very slowness to believe,
however, was used by God to provide more wit-
nesses to the resurrection. The guards were
persuaded of the resurrection, of course, after
feeling the earthquake and seeing the angel. The
unbelieving Jews would have been delighted if
the only evidence of a resurrection was what the
guards experienced. But God saw to it that there
were many others who could attest to it— includ-
ing the women and the two disciples who them-
selves needed to see the evidence of the empty
tomb and the wonder of the grave clothes in order
to believe. So important is the doctrine of the
resurrection that Paul could later write, “And if

Christ be not ,then is our preaching
,and your isalso
vain.... Yeare yetinyour ”(ICor.

15:14-17). Because of its central importance in
the good news of salvation in Christ, and because
wicked unbeliefalways scoffs at the resurrection,
God so ordered events that the resurrection of
Jesus was established beyond any doubt as a
historical fact.

3. On the way to the tomb, the women remem-
bered that heavy stone. They said among them-
selves, Who shall away the

from the of'the sep-
ulcher? But as they neared the sepulcher they
saw that the stone was away
(Mark 16:3,4). The idea seems to be, not that the
stone was rolled aside in its groove, but rather
thrown aside, so that it was lying now flat on the

ground. The women at once concluded that the
Jews had desecrated the grave and stolen the
body. Not waiting to investigate any further,
Mary ran quickly into the city to
report this unhappy turn of events to John and
. They have taken away the
outofthe , she said,
and we know not where they have
Him (John 20:1, 2).

4. Mary was mistaken. For Jesus’ enemies had
had nothing to do with the rolling away of the
stone. Earlier on that Sunday morning there had
in fact been a great . At
the same time an of the Lord de-
scended from and

back the stone from the door (Matt. 28:2). It may
be that it was at that very moment (that is, at the
moment of the earthquake) that the Lord of life
broke the bands of death. The angel then threw
aside the stone, not because the resurrected Christ
needed an open door, but in order thus to worship
the glorious Lord as He emerged victorious over
death and the grave.

5. The sentries did not witness the resurrection.
But they felt the quaking of the earth, and they
saw what the angel did to that great stone. And
they saw the angel sit on the stone, with his

countenance like , and his
as white as snow. So terrified were
the keepers that, for of him, they

did , and become as
men (Matt. 28:3, 4). Apparently, however, they
recovered sufficiently to flee with their report to
the (Matt. 28:11).

6. When the women arrived the guard was gone
and the garden quiet. So, after Mary Magdalene
left to inform the men, the rest of the women
proceeded to the open grave to investigate the
matter more closely. After surveying the quiet
scene they the tomb and
not the body of Jesus. Since
they had already assumed that the body was
stolen, they were not surprised by the empty
grave. But they must have noticed that the linen
clothes had been left behind. They were there-
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fore much thereabout. It was
at that point that two men (angels) stood by them
in garments (Luke 24:3, 4).

7. The women were, of course,
(Mark 16:5). But the
them, “Fear not
Jesus, which was
(Matt. 28:5). The angel then went on to admonish
them: “Why seek ye the
among the ?” Spices, they carried,
to anoint a body that was no longer in the grave.
“He is not ,” the angel continued,
“for He has ” (Luke 24:5, 6).

said to
; for I know that ye

2"

8. So little were the women prepared for the
resurrection that they were simply dumbfounded
at the message of the angel. The angel would
therefore help them, by drawing their attention to
what could both serve as evidence of the resurrec-
tion, and give the women some understanding of
the nature of the resurrection. “Come,” he said,
“seethe where the Lord ”
(Matt. 28:6). Proof there was, before their very
eyes, that Jesus’ body had passed right through
the grave clothes.

9. Besides, the angel continued, there were the
words of Jesus Himself. “

how he spake unto you when he was yet in
, saying, The Son of man must
.. be , and the

day again.” So clear! But, so far was
that from their idea of what the Messiah was to
be, that they had simply dismissed Jesus’ words
as being somehow figurative. Now, however,
they Jesus’ words,
and probably wondered how they could have let
those words of their beloved Master go right past
them (Luke 24:7, 8).

10. But now they have work to do. “Go

and tell his that
he is risen from the dead” (Matt. 28:7). “His
disciples,” the angel said, “and ” (Mark
16:7). Knowing nothing about Peter’s denial of
Jesus, the women probably paid little attention to

that singling out of Peter. But those words of the
angel, when brought by the women to the Eleven,
must have been no little comfort to the distressed,
miserable Peter. Jesus remembered him! Though
Peter had disowned his Master, the Lord had not
disowned him. What a comfort to Peter ... and to
every contrite sinner!

11.“Lo, I have you,” concluded the
angel, thus affirming the truth of his words (Matt.
28:7). And the women forthwith
from the sepulcher, for they and
were (Mark 16:8). Afraid,
they were, because of their meeting with the
angels; and amazed because of the astounding
message of those angels. At the same time, they
were filled with great (Matt. 28:8). So,
though they were hardly prepared to say
to any (other) man (Mark 16:8),
they could hardly wait to bring the wonderful
news to the grieving disciples.

12. Mary Magdalene, meanwhile, had reached
the city and found Peter and the other disciple,
whom Jesus , and told them, “They

have taken the Lord out of the
,and we not
where they have him” (John20:2).

13. The confused disciples were probably of a
mind to believe Mary’s tale of a desecration of
the grave, and they set out at once to investigate
this new development. They ran both together at
first, but then John did Peter
and came to the sepulcher. John
however did not enter the sepulcher, but,
down to get a view of the inte-
rior, he was able to see the linen

lying (John 20:3-5).

14. The fact that the linen clothes were there at all
must have led John to doubt Mary’s story. But it
was necessary to take a closer look. Peter, on his
arrival a moment later, went directly into the

and saw the linen clothes ,
and the lying still separate from
the rest, just as it had been when it was yet
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wrapped about Jesus’ (John 20:6, 7).
15. John followed Peter into the sepulcher. It was
not at all necessary for the wonder of the grave
clothes to be explained to the two disciples. They
could see at a glance that it would have been
impossible for anyone to have removed the body
and then returned those grave clothes to their
former position with such precision. Jesus’ body
had passed through the grave clothes. Peter
departed, in himself at that
which was come to pass (Luke 24:12). John, on
the other hand, when he saw the wonder of the
grave clothes, (John 20:8).

16. The awakening of faith came, for John, only
in the way of visual proof of the resurrection.
But, though he believed, he did not yet under-
stand — for, says John, “as yet they knew not the

, that he must rise from the
dead” (John 20:9). Jesus’ death and resurrection
made still no sense to the disciples. They needed
to be enlightened by Christ Himself.

QUESTIONS TO THINK ABOUT

1. The followers of Jesus were convinced, after He
died, that the cause in which they had put their hope
was lost. What do you think, did they conclude that
He was not the Messiah yet after all?

2. Unbelievers have always ridiculed the record of
His resurrection. It happened, too, that the followers
of Jesus were themselves not quick to believe. Do
you see how that very slowness to believe was used
by God to establish the resurrection as a historical
fact beyond any doubt?

3. In the tomb there was evidence of the resurrec-
tion — the grave clothes. How does that evidence
show also that Jesus did not need to have the stone
rolled away in order to get out of the sepulcher? What
do you think, was Jesus already gone when the angel
threw open the tomb?

4. Matthew tells us that the keepers “became as
dead men” (Matt. 28:4). What, do you suppose, does
that mean? The angel later told the women not to be
afraid. Why did he not give the same assurance to
these men?

5. The message of the angel, “He is not here, for he
is risen,” must have been so astounding that the
women found it well nigh incomprehensible. It was
apparently to help their faith that the angel added,
“Come, see the place where the Lord lay” (Matt.
28:6). The women had already seen that place. How,
do you suppose, would it help them to look again?

6. To the women, the angel said, “Remember how
he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee” (Luke
24:6). Try to imagine yourself in the place of those
women. How would you feel, standing there with
spices in your hands?

7. Jesus Himself must have instructed the angels
concerning the content of their message to the women.
Why would He tell them to tell the women to go and
tell the disciples and Peter (Mark 16:7)? Do you see
how the comfort intended in those last two words
goes far beyond Peter? ... and how those two words
really proclaim the victory of the cross?

8. The women were at that moment in possession of
the greatest news in the world. We read, however, in
Mark 16:8, that on their way to tell the Eleven they
did not say “any thing to any man.” Afterreading that
verse, do you have some idea why they kept this news
to themselves?

9. Whatdo you think, when Mary Magdalene came
with her story to Peter and John, were the two dis-
ciples of a mind to believe her? Why would John, in
peering first into the tomb, begin immediately to
doubt Mary’s conclusion that the grave had been
desecrated by Jesus’ enemies?

10. In describing the position of the grave clothes,
John makes a point of saying that the napkin was
“wrapped together in a place by itself.” From that
description, do you understand where the napkin lay?

11. Try now to imagine yourself in the place of those
two men. You would, of course, see clearly that
Jesus’ body had simply passed through the grave
clothes. But, knowing nothing beyond that, what
questions would you still have in your mind about
what really happened there?

12. John says, concerning his own response to seeing
the grave clothes, that he “believed.” How was that
“belief” much like that of Thomas — who later
declared that he would believe only if he himself
touched the risen Lord (see John 20:24, 25)?




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


